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tion of their proper position in the State from
this time.

English merchants now went farther afield
than Antwerp, Bruges, the Baltic, or France
with their enterprises. Trading voyages be-
came common, and good profit generally
resulted from them, encouraging others to still
bolder ventures. Visions of El Dorados began
to dazzle the imagination. As recorded by
Hakluyt, Captain William Hawkins, of Ply-
mouth, made remunerative voyages to Guinea
and Brazil, and many other adventurers fol-
lowed in the same track. Bristol merchants
had begun to trade with Sicily, Candia, Cyprus,
Tripoli, and Syria. Sir Hugh Willoughby's
famous expedition to the northern seas in the
hope of finding a passage to China and the East
had gone forth, the cost being borne by the
Merchant Adventurers. The setting out was
attended with much enthusiasm. Officials,
merchants, citizens, and populace were all in-
spired with the new sea-adventure spirit, and
when Sir Hugh with his three ships and his
gallant comrades set sail they were speeded
away with great acclaim. Willoughby and the
crews of two of his ships were folded in by the
snow and ice of Russian Lapland, and frozen
to death; but the third ship, commanded by
Richard Chancelor, struggled through into the
White Sea, and, proceeding forward to Moscow
by sledges, had an audience of the Czar, and
obtained trading privileges which resulted in
the formation of the English Russia Company.
In numerous other directions enterprises of a
similar character were being started; every